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Foveran near Ellon, Aberdeenshire 

This church closed in 2008 but only recently has there been a move to dispose of it. The organ here 

is a fine example of the work of Lawton, dating from 1900. Although unplayable due to mice having 

eaten some leather, this could be rectified.  

Great: Open Diapason 8, Hohl Flute 8, Dulciana 8, Flute Harmonique 4, Pedal Sub Bass 16. 

Swell: Violin Diapason 8, Salcional 8, Lieblich Gedact 8, Voix Celeste 8, Salicet 4, Oboe 8.  

Three couplers. Action Mechanical to manuals, pneumatic to pedal and façade pipes.  

Contact: Mrs. Judith Roebuck at Church of Scotland JRoebuck@churchofscotland.org.uk for the most 

recent developments and information. 

                      

 

 

Smailholm  The church has apparently been taken over as an arts centre, with the owner happy to  

retain the organ. It has a Casson Positive of 1903 1/6 built for an exhibition in Edinburgh and later 

transported here. Some work was carried out by David Stark in 1979 and more major work by him in 

2010, when the complicated Casson chestwork was replaced by a conventional chest by James 

Bruce. David had hoped to carry out further work to this organ, which might happen. So this one 

may be off the “at risk” or redundant lists meantime.  

Stop List: Bourdon 16 (15 notes), Open Diapason 8, Clarabella 8, Principal 4, Flute 4, Flautina 2. 

Dimensions: 3.15 m high, 1.4 m deep and 2.35 m wide. 

Enquiries about the instrument to David Stark at starkorg@btinternet.com 01573 225567. 
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Eyemouth 

This church has not closed, but they announced - several years ago - that they would like to dispose 

of the organ to make way for a door. It was built for this church in 1908 by Cousans of Lincoln and 

unusually has slider chests and mechanical action. Recently however the plans have been scaled 

down, so the organ can remain meantime.  

Great: Pedal Bourdon 16, Open Diapason 8, Dulciana 8, Harmonic Flute 4. 

Swell: Pedal Bourdon 16, Gamba 8, Lieblich Gedeckt 8, Voix Celeste 8, Gemshorn 4.  

Swell to Great, Swell Octave to Great.  

Action to keys mechanical, bass notes to Dulciana and Bourdon charge pneumatic.  

        

 

The contact a year or two ago was Ian Hankinson at the church:      

ich2@btinternet.com    
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Westruther This organ was built by David Stark in 1995 out of various parts, including some Forster 

& Andrews pipework and was the first pipe organ to be built in this church. The stop list is: 

Manual Open Diapason 8, Gedact 8, Principal 4, Flute 4, Fifteenth 2.  

Pedal Bourdon 16 

The action is mechanical with a widely splayed action to avoid the need for conveyancing. It is in 

good condition and sounds well.  

The church has been closed (dissolved). 

Contact: Dane Sherrard dane@mountpleasantgranary.net  for possible further information. Henry 

Wallace recent inspected the organ henry.wallace479@btinternet.com     
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Liff Church, Angus 

After a long spell trying to dispose of this organ, the Church of Scotland more recently has disposed 

of the church, with organ still in situ. 

The organ is by Alexander Young of Manchester and dates from 1880 and has two manuals and 17 

stops. The action is mechanical, and some work is needed to the reservoir. There is also some 

asbestos to be removed under the organ. This said, it is apparently a fine instrument well worth 

relocating.  

 

 

Contact: Mrs Judith Roebuck JRoebuck@churchofscotland.org.uk for further details or information.  
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Paisley St. James 

This church was sold to a building contractor for storage. The organ could not be removed, as it is a 

listed building, but the local authority is apparently not averse to its removal if a firm offer is made. 

However, contact with the new owners has proved difficult so far. 

The organ, which was designed for what was a new building in 1884, was a two manual by Father 

Willis but was increased to three in 1901 but rebuilt by J. W. Walker as a two manual again in 1967. 

Great: Double Open Diapason 16, Open Diapason 8, Principal 8, Stopped Diapason 8, Octave 4, 

Quintadena 4, Twelfth 2 2/3, Fifteenth 2, Mixture III, Trumpet. 

Swell: Open Diapason 8, Lieblich Gedeckt 8, Viola da Gamba, Voix Celeste 8, Principal 4, Suabe Flute 

4, Flautino 2, Sesquialtera II, Scharf III, Contra Fagotto 16, Cornopean 8, Oboe 8, Clarion 4. 

Pedal: Open Diapason 16, Violone 16, Bourdon 16, Octave 8, Violoncello 8, Bass Flute 8, Fifteenth 4, 

Nachthorn 4, Mixture IV, Trombone 16, Fagotto 16, Posaune 8, Schalmei 4.  

Key action electro-pneumatic. 

Although not used since 2016, this organ could probably be revived without too much difficulty in a 

new location. Photographs on the NPOR.  

Contact may be attempted to the owner: Mrs. Shamly Sud, GHSL Retail Co., Belmont House, 198 

Nithsdale Road, Glasgow G41 5EU. The architects responsible for alterations are apparently AMCA, 

Director Sandy McAllister,  Castlecroft Business Centre, Tom Johnston Road, Dundee DD4 8XD 

mail@amcaarchitect.co.uk  Tel: 01382 794111. As far as I know, no one has had a reply from either! 
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Aberdeen St. George’s, Tillydrone 

The organ here is a one manual (no pedal) installed in 1971 by Philip Wright with pipework, stops 

and chests from a one manual organ of 1857 by Merkin-Schutze of Brussels. The organ was 

previously at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, Forgue, Aberdeenshire. The original case was left at 

Forgue and a new case appropriate for the 1960s interior at Tillydrone was installed. The church has 

closed, so there is a need to relocate it. Previously the congregation simply wished to find a new 

home for it. 

Manual: Montre 8, Bourdon 8, Prestant 4, Doublette 2, Larigot 1 1/3 (Larigot added 1971).  

The organ was in working order when last inspected. Contact: WMitchell@churchofscotland.org.uk  

                   

 

Stonehaven Mackie Academy  

This is a three manual Ingram, originally in Dr. Mackie’s house, moved to the Academy and later 

rebuilt by David Loosley of Stirling with 18 stops, on extension from three ranks. Dismantled two 

years ago and was in storage with Browne (Mander) of Canterbury. 
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Edinburgh St. Margaret’s Parish (Old Restalrig) 

The 1936 Compton from Restalrig remains with David Stark at his workshop at Nenthorn near Kelso. 

It was removed from the church in 2001. David Stark plans to renovate the electrics extensively in 

due course. The details are given below if you would like to express an interest to 

starkorg@btinternet.com 01573 225567. 

Two manuals and eleven stops from two extended ranks. Apart from the façade pipes, all the pipes 

are enclosed in a Swell box. 

Great Bourdon 16, Open Diapason 8, Rohr Gedact 8, Principal 4, Fifteenth 2.  

Swell Open Diapason 8, Rohr Gedact 8, Flute 4, Piccolo 2. 

Pedal Bourdon 16, Flute 8.  

Manual compass C to c””, Pedal C to f ‘ 

Dimensions: height approximately 9 ‘ 8 “, width 6 ‘ 10 “, depth 3 ‘ 6”. 
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Edinburgh Old Royal Infirmary    

The chapel in the old Infirmary in Laurieston Place had an 1879 one manual James Conacher with 

pedalboard which became redundant when the hospital moved to Little France. David Stark rescued 

it and took it to his workshop at Nenthorn near Kelso in 2005. There it remains, and Dave has 

gradually been re-assembling it in his workshop. It may be available in due course.  

starkorg@btinternet.com 01573 225567 
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Dundee St. David’s High Kirk  This church has not been used since the start of the Covid pandemic 

and has not re-opened following the easing of restrictions. 

The organ is a substantial Wadsworth of 1904, with a fine case and pulpit built into the design in the 

manner found widely in Church of Scotland churches. The action is pneumatic, and despite lack of 

use, is still functioning well. 

Great Open Diapason 8, Hohl Flute 8, Dulciana 8, Principal 4, Lieblch Flute 4, Fifteenth 2 (added) 

Swell   Lieblich Bourdon 16, Open Diapason 8, Echo Gamba 8, Voix Celestes 8, Gemshorn 4, Horn 8, 

Oboe 8. 

Pedal   Open Diapason 16, Bourdon 16.  

Contact: the Rev. Emma McDonald EMcDonald@churchofscotland.org.uk  Tel: 01382 322955 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cambuslang Old    The remains of this 1969 Conacher rebuild, we note, were on e-bay some time 

ago, 2/23, though it used older material from the 1896 Abbott & Smith also in the same building.  

 

Boddam Parish Church nr Peterhead 

This church’s organ appeared to be up for sale with the building some time ago and apparently had 

pipes! It was installed in 1937, but we have been unable to establish the builder.  

 

mailto:EMcDonald@churchofscotland.org.uk


Glasgow Macdonald Organs Workshop An organ case and larger pipework of a chamber organ by 

John Renton of Edinburgh (1809-80) is in store and available to prospective interested parties. The 

organ stood in Fortrose Parish Church for a long time until being acquired by Hugh Ross and stored 

at Leithen Lodge near Innerleithen. The remaining parts of the organ were recently removed to 

Michael Macdonald’s workshop, where the firm hopes to renovate it to working order using parts 

from a similar organ by Mirrlees and other sources. Here it is when it was at Leithen, accompanied 

by its little brother, a John Renton barrel organ now stored at the Royal Scottish Museum. Most of 

the smaller pipes were unfortunately destroyed around 2006. Contact Michael Macdonald on 

michael@macdonaldorgans.co.uk   
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Marnoch Old nr Aberchirder 

Due to the closure of the church, the organ may redundant, though we have heard no information 

about the future of the building recently. It is a small one manual organ by Wadsworth of Aberdeen, 

with pneumatic action. Marnoch Old Church is two miles from the village it serves and the 

congregation now meets in the former Free Kirk in the village.  

The organ dates from 1914 and is a one manual Wadsworth of Aberdeen: 

Manual Bourdon Bass & Treble 16, Open Diapason 8, Stopped Diapason 8, Gamba 8, Salicional 8, 

Voix Celestes 8, Principal 4, Octave Coupler. 

Compass C to c “”. Stops above keyboard. Two knee swell pedals to open the Swell box.  

All stops enclosed except the Bourdon basses, Open Diapason and Principal. Key action tubular 

pneumatic. Electric blower currently disconnected. Hamp pump at rear right of organ case. 

             

The Session Clerk was Freida Hay session.clerk.marnoch@btconnect.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:session.clerk.marnoch@btconnect.com


Dundee Downfield Mains C of S 

The church is not closing, but they would like to discard the organ, which despite a period of disuse 

is still largely functioning. It was originally built by John Miller of Dundee, an accomplished local 

builder. Some alterations were carried out by Hilsdon in 1969 when three stops were changed. 

Further work was carried out by George Sixsmith in 1988. Tuned most recently by John Lightbown. 

Great Open Diapason 8, Stopped Diapason 8, Principal 4, Fifteenth 2 (replaced Dulciana) 

Swell Gedact 8, Gamba 8, Flute 4, Salicet 4 (replaced Viola), Quartane 12 15 (replaced Oboe), 

Tremulant. 

Pedal Bourdon 16, Bass Flute 8 (extended 1969).  

Swell to Great, Great to Pedal, Swell to Pedal.  

Key action mechanical, stop action pneumatic, Pedal action electro-pneumatic (1969).  

Approximate dimension: 4m wide, 2.7 deep, 5.5. high.  

Contacts at church were Gordon Fleming and Keith Brown. keithbee@blueyonder.co.uk or the Rev. 

Nathan McConnell nmcconnell@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Some negotiations have been made to relocate the organ, but so far have not come to fruition, so 

enquiries may be made. 
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All Saints Episcopal Church, Woodhead, Fyvie 

This organ was built by David Hamilton in 1850 for this church. With the apparent approval of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Aberdeen, this organ was put on Gumtree in September 2020 and removed by 

a piano tuner called “Cal” with whom we have been unable to establish contact. In event of it 

becoming available again, here is the stop list: 

 

Great Double Diapason 16 (from c) wood and metal, Open Diapason 8 (wood and metal), Stop 

Diapason 8, Principal 4, 3 rank Mixture 2 ‘. 

Swell Dulciana 8, Principal 4, Cornet, Hautboy 8. 

Pedal Bourdon 16 

 Compass Great C to f “’ , Swell c to f “’ (Swell C to c coupled to Great). Mechanical action. Couplers 

Swell to Great, Pedals to Great. Stops all engraved in David Hamilton’s florid script. Organ restored in 

1999 and relocated at west end of church.  

In October 21 the Rector indicated he had not heard from “Cal” and does not appear to have contact 

details.  

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ramsdell, Berkshire, Residence 

This house organ, probably by James Bruce and John Christie, belongs to Julian Berkeley, son of the 

composer Lennox Berkeley. It was previously at the Residence of Lord Grantley, Markenfield, 

Yorkshire.  

It has one manual with Open Diapason 8, Stop Diapason 8 (treble & bass), Principal 4 (treble & bass), 

Fifteenth 2. 

This organ being in the deep south, the owner is charging £10,000 as a purchase price. This is 

unusual in the Scottish context, where there is often no purchase price!  

 

 

Contact details for the owner from alanbuchan@btinternet.com    
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St. Columba-of-Iona RC Church, Maryhill, Glasgow 

A 1970 R.H. Walker one manual is available, having been replaced by a slightly larger instrument. 

Details from Michael Macdonald on michael@macdonaldorgans.co.uk  It has 5 stops: Gedact 8, Flute 

4, Principal 2, Mixture, Regal 8. All stops divided at middle c. Pedalboard permanently coupled to the 

manuals.  

 

 

 

Organ available is the one on the right.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:michael@macdonaldorgans.co.uk


 

 

 

East Kilbride Claremont Church 

1966 JW Walker Positive 3/18 extended from 3 ranks was available in October 2021.   

Alexandria St. Mungo’s Episcopal 

A one manual with eight stops is available from this church, which has now closed. Details on the 

NPOR or from Matthew Hynes matthewhynes71@gmail.com 

We have heard that this organ has been removed to a new home, but details have not been 

forthcoming. 

 

Stamperland C of S, Glasgow 

This church is now likely to close and its 1897 Lewis organ is of quality. Details on the NPOR. It was 

brought here in 1963 by James Mackenzie and installed, though rather buried behind brick. Potential 

for relocation in a more suitable position. Some interest from abroad so far. 

Again details from Matthew:  matthewhynes71@gmail.com                

 

 

Bargeddie nr. Glasgow 

Willis of 1876 Rebuilt later. Church closed. No information forthcoming yet. The Willis firm have 

been investigating. 

 

Ewes, Borders  The Casson Positive moved here recently from Eskdalemuir by Willis is again under 

threat here from further closure. Discussion are taking place. Enquiries to Dr. David Wyld at the 

Willis firm on  

dw@willis-organs.com  
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Penicuik South Church of Scotland  This church which recently closed has just been sold to a dance 

school. The owners have been asked to inform the C of S if they plan to remove the organ, which 

would also be subject to planning permission in this A-listed interior. The organ is a 1901 C&F 

Hamilton of Edinburgh with twin cases and beautifully decorated façade pipes. The action was 

originally pneumatic, but in 1989 Ronald Smith moved the console to the rear of the church and 

converted the action to electro-pneumatic. The last contact at the church was Joyce Maclean 

joycemac1978@gmail.com  Otherwise enquiries to Judith Roebuck 

JRoebuck@churchofscotland.org.uk   

Great Open Diapason 8, Salicional 8, Clarabella 8, Harmonic Flute 4, Principal 4, Fifteenth 2, Clarionet 

8 

Swell  Open Diapason 8, Aeoline 8, Lieblich Gedact 8, Unda Maris 8, Gemshorn 4, Piccolo 2, Oboe 8, 

Super Octave coupler. 

Pedal  Sub Bass 16, Bass Flute 8, Violoncello 8.  

The organ is not working too well following a long period of disuse, but it could be renovated. 

Although the building has been sold, there is a clause which permits removal of the organ if a good 

home can be found.  
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